JESUS CARES

NSW PREMIERS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HOMELESSNESS
ANNOUNCED

There is a lot of talking about and strategy papers being written about homededsses Cares
attends regular meetings to hear welfare professionals talk about whapénimg and what is bein
done. Both State and Federal Governments have allocated large amounts of maheettheelevel
of homelessness.

However we are yet to see the rhetoric become concrete action.

Nonetheless this is a good initiative as this Council does not just include the netmBCEO’s of
welfare organisations or academics but actually includes people who halie regberiences of
living on the streets and who understand the issues facing homeless and maigiralite.

The Premier has asked for advice from people who deal with these issues grbagigiincluding
people who have slept rough. Hallelujah!

More than 27,000 people are homeless or sleep rough in NSW, with more than a third of thes:
are under the age of 25. The overall rate of homelessness in NSW remained uncharegadtbetw
2001 and the 2006 Census.

Every six months there is a street count of people who are actually sleepingr&yginey. The
results of the last street counts held in February 2010 showed:
Inner Sydney418 rough sleepers (up 22.3% from last count) plus 470 in crisis accommoda
Parramatta 81 rough sleepers plus 285 in crisis accommodation.
Jesus Cares has been involved with street counts, which are done late one nighedhbyethe
Council, with teams of volunteers.

HOMELESS CONNECT

This is a great initiative by a group of Businessmen, which happeRSBBDAY 8" Juneat the
Sydney Town Hall. The idea is that they provide lots of food and services for Hometgds
(10am to 3pm)Sydney Homeless Connect is a program designed to bring together peake w
homeless and at risk of homelessness in Sydney's with the services and suppeny tregd whilst
providing them with a positive day they will remember. Their focus is ACTION ahtiCDMES
on the day.

Services provided include legal, Centerlink, Employment, Accommodation etc

Jesus Cares will be promoting this and volunteering on the day. It is expectednbisibveave
many homeless and marginalised people coming.

yeople



News from BLACKTOWN

One of the guys we have been talking with and supporting is George (not hisweawle is in a
de-facto relationship and like many of the people we talk to, is working through eramysdife
issues.

George came up to us and started talking to one of our volunteers, sitting down and kaping a
tea and over the next few weeks, poured out his life story to us. George and his de-fdwgenaw
very young child but because of his background he did not believe he could be a good dad to
child. In fact he became so agitated he said he was going “to do himself in”

With prayer and explaining circumstances similar to his and showing him howatigmship with
Jesus helped me through the issues | had to face, brought hope to him. George hateddw star
look at things differently with a different attitude on his future as a dad, whethet bis  rela-
tionship with his de-facto works out or not.

George now wants Jesus to come into his life, asking each week more about him and veaiats t
a church. We are helping him to find the right church.

Our work on the streets brings hope and respect to people as we show them they are valued
Creator of the Universe Himself wants a personal relationship with them and loves tbaoondi-
tionally.

Like George we talk to many people and build relationships with them.

We thank God for the opportunities we are given to share

the love of Jesus in a practical way

Bill, Cam and a friend out on the van at night
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God speaks to someone who came to the Sunday megtin

Patrick came to our Sunday meeting a little drunk, he was making some noisbaatktioé the
room and then came right up to the front and sat down. He listened to the praise and worship ¢
the message. He wanted us to sing  “Amazing Grace” which we did.

Patrick was agitated and wanted to talk to somebody.
Two of us talked with him after the meeting. He came from a Catholic background dbut ha
moved a long way from God. A friend had invited him to come that day.

He shared how God had spoken to him during the meeting and that he needed to confess to u
to God. Patrick shared how he had killed someone some 17 years ago and had carrigd this wi
him for all those years. It was like being in a prison with this on his mind, but nevee dedf

he have the courage to face it and confess it. He asked us what he should do.

We said pray, which we did. After the prayer Patrick calmly said that he was tgaihe police to
hand himself in. We wished him well and he was

gone. We have not seen him since and we presume

he is now in custody.

Praise and worship on a Sunday afternoon

A Divine appointment
| have been a volunteer in this ministry for over 20 years.
We meet people then do not see them for years and they turn up at the van-just out of the blue

A few weeks ago, Les came up to the van and said hello. He had been living in the country an
return to Sydney for medical treatment. Les is not your normal stregtyydver been into drugs or
alcohol, but still life had been tough for him. He lost his daughter and her family in afineus®
years ago. He also struggles with his health and some years ago had an out peoeyae, where
he could see the medical staff working on his body. He tells me this wasyaatplhsant experienc
and he was going through a tunnel and when he woke up. (many who have had a near death
experience share about the tunnel)

Les and | talked for quite a while and shared at a deep level about life and aehthe&/en and hel
and the Gospel.

We prayed and | gave him a New Testament. This was the most meaningful disheditvave
ever had with Les. He was interested in his mortality and listened intehtiandlinteracted well.
He knows that because of his ongoing medical issues, his time on this earthed limit
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PRAYER REQUESTS

1.Part of the vision of our ministry is to support and encourage

other ministries to commence a work of reaching out to the

homeless and the marginalised in their own area.
Currently we are working with a ministry on the mid
north coast of NSW, to commence a van ministry. We
have developed a relationship with a Pastor and visited
and prayed with him. There are many people there with
drug and alcohol problems who need Jesus in their lives.
We have also been contacted by a group of concerned
Christians who are interested in starting alike ministry n
Hobart.

We would value your prayers for both these situations as wedr
assist them in getting a ministry started.

2. In the inner city we have started working in the area of
Waterloo with our street vans, reaching out to those who live
in the high rise, Housing NSW apartments. We ask you to
pray for divine appointments as we reach out into a new area
of work.

3. Winter is now very much upon us
and we need blankets, doonas, and
sleeping bags.

4. At our Sunday services we provide a
hot meal and need some volunteers or
churches to be prepared to be on a roster
to provide a hot meal.

Please contact Bill Lemon for more details.

Meetings and Ministry Times

Inner City Ministry
Van Ministry (every Friday and Saturday nights)

Meet at the Ministry Centre 17 Maxim Street West Ryle at
7.00-7.30pm for food preparation, fellowship, prais and
worship) call Bill for details 0401 972 552

Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon

4pm-6.00pm at Salvation Army Street Level Premises

corner Crown & Albion Streets, Surry Hills.

The next volunteers meeting is Sunday August 22 at the
house, starting at 6.30pm.

Blacktown Ministry at Blacktown Railway Station

Ring John Crawford for details 0415 803 000




