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Chairman 
John Jones  
Mob  0404 481 436  
Executive Director 

Elwyn Chapman           
Mob 0418 610 845 
Director Blacktown 

John Crawford 
0415 803 000  
CO-ORDINATOR  

Bill Lemon 
0401 972 552 
Ministry Centre  

17 Maxim Street  
West Ryde   
Phone 9808 5700  
Office hours are 9am-4pm  
(Wed-Sat) 
Mailing Address   
P O Box 15  
Pennant Hills  
NSW    1715 
Jesus Cares Refuge Inc  
A Registered  
Charity  
All donations over $2 are tax  
deductible 
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In March Jesus Cares began a breakfast outreach at Central Station to the             

marginalised rough sleepers who sleep in the door ways, on seats, on the platforms 

and Bay 17 at Sydney’s main passenger terminal.  There is a community of         

indigenous  rough sleepers who appreciate the fact they can begin the day with a 
‘hearty meal’ Many of our indigenous friends are elderly men and women who are 

hard core drinkers. Most have told us they have not eaten breakfast for a very long 

time. After two months bringing breakfast to them and others who are homeless 

each Wed, Thurs & Friday mornings, we are encouraged to see they are healthy with 

some even talking about wanting to come off the streets. There is an air of           
positiveness and hope because they see that Jesus Cares and we care!  

These are the poor, the ‘bruised reeds’ the broken-hearted, the lonely, the ones you 

won’t see in Church yet we are the Church going to the poor.  

Many of our indigenous street friends came from missionary settlements and their 

love for God has not diminished despite their slide into poverty, addiction,         

homelessness and horrendous circumstances associated with our aboriginal        
community. Also we encounter born again Christians / Christians out on the streets 

struggling with their faith. But, to hear of hope on the streets as we serve, pray and 

minister, Gods love is invading their 

brokenness. 

We are encouraged that some of the 

homeless are now attending Jesus Cares 

Sunday Fellowship. Two men have 

found accommodation and one young 
man has signed himself into William 

Booth rehabilitation centre. Sophie (not 

her real name) is a pretty Maori woman 

in her mid 30’s and eight months     
pregnant with twins. Her story is tragic. 

No ID papers / passport. no financial support, no chance of getting on the  Dept of 

Housing list or ‘the dole’  

After praying for her needs we found out one week later that Mission Australia 

found her at Central Station, took her in and she was given a place to stay until her 

babies are born.  

These are a couple of testimonies of Gods                                                              

love touching lives on the streets of  Sydney. 

A big thank you to all our wonderful  
volunteers who brave the cold chilly  
mornings to make breakfast happen  
for our friends  BILL 

Breakfast Evangelism at Central Station  
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LALOR PARK & BLACKTOWN  
 

Our Op-Shop in Lalor Park is becoming a place of healing and         
restoration. 

I have a great story to share of how God never gives up on us! 

Jeff & Sally (not their real names) have been on a real life journey 
where they met and were married but because of their past life (Jeff’s 
alcohol abuse) and (Sally’s abuse from previous  relationships), they 
soon separated and divorced. Some years later they met up again and 
started coming into the Op Shop.  

Sally came to see me one day ,we had a long talk as she poured out her life story.  As she talked 
and as we prayed, Sally received Jesus into her heart. 

The next day Jeff also came into the shop and also after a long talk and prayer he also received  
Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. Hallelujah! 

I can testify that both these people really do have great needs and they both have met a great 
God who has saved them and is transforming both their lives. 

 They both are now coming to the little church we run in the Op-Shop on a Tuesday night,       
seeking and learning about God. 

They are also talking about re-marrying but is very early days before they should take that step. 

Whilst they both still carry the baggage of their past life and past relationships, this time Jesus is 
walking on their journey with them.  

The other difference also is that I am walking with them on this journey and whilst I have been 
asked to marry them, this is something in the future when they are ready. 

Sally & Jeff are just two lives of many who have been touched by the ministry we have at the       
Op-Shop. I also get asked how is the  Op-Shop 
going? Well the finances could be better as there 
is still not quite enough income to survive, but 
God is definitely with us as it is a place where 
people meet Jesus. He keeps turning up and 
moving in people’s lives and so we     continue to 
believe he will produce the level of income we 
need. So keep praying for this work and the work 
we do on the streets of Blacktown. 

John 

You are most welcome to drop in or volunteer 
to help out in a developing ministry.  Call John Crawford  

John Crawford outside the shop 
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UPDATE ON HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS 
HOUSING PATHWAYS  
There have been a number of ways a person could apply for what is called “Social Housing”, 
that is subsidised housing-provided by Housing NSW (previously called Housing Commission) 
and  private providers  referred to as Community Housing providers.  Both substantially funded 
by Governments, although Community Housing providers, being Not for Profit Organisations 
were able to raise some of their own funds. 
 
There were and still are a lot of Community Housing providers and so multiple applications 
would have been lodged with many providers. Each organisation had their own waiting list.  
 
Late last year the NSW Government introduced what is called Housing Pathways, where people 
looking for Social Housing now only complete one application form with one centralised    
process.   
Generally a person who is accepted for Public Housing pays 25% of their income as their rent. 
And so a person receiving a Centre link Pension or benefit would pay a much smaller amount 
than someone working and receiving a wage or salary.  
No longer is a person given a life -long tenancy, but are offered 2, 5 and 10 year periods-with 
reviews being done at the end of these periods.  
 
Whilst all of this looks very positive, there are now some adverse outcomes emerging: 

Charities and other Organisations who are advocating for their clients no longer are able to       
influence the Housing Provider to push their client “up the list”. There is now only one  Housing 
list and one priority housing list which are only known to Housing NSW. 

 
Whilst Housing NSW are now in charge of who and where to allocate  applicants we do know 
that some people get priority and others who have been on Public Housing Lists for years keep 
being pushed further out. 
  
A WAY HOME-THE NSW HOMELESSNESS ACTION PLAN 
The NSW Government is attempting to improve homelessness, with funding from both Federal 
and State sources.  
Under the plan by 2013 there was to be a reduction of 7% in Homelessness in NSW, a reduction 
of 25% sleeping rough and a reduction of one third of Aboriginal people who are homeless. 
 
We can see some improvements happening with the delivery of some 844 new dwellings, with 
some 5350 new dwellings commenced. In addition some 31,000 existing properties have been 
repaired or restored- some of these through lack of resources would have been declared         
uninhabitable. 
 
In Jesus Cares we have seen some evidence of progress with some of our streets friends who 
were on the streets have now Public Housing, which is most encouraging. 
The concern is that this action plan is only until 2013 and then what happens? 



Prayer points 
1.That the Op Shop at Lalor Park will be financially successful to      
enable it to continue the great work it is doing. 

2.Winter is upon us and we need blankets, donnas  
and  sleeping bags. 

3.At our Sunday Services we provide a hot meal and 
would like to have churches and families to partner 
with us by  preparing a hot meal on a roster basis—
say once a month or 2 monthly .   

Fundraising dinner  
 

On Thursday 26th May we held our annual     
fundraising dinner at Ryde Eastwood Leagues 
club. The dinner was attended by 150 guests.  
 
Bill presented a DVD of an overview of the work 
of Jesus Cares and a couple of testimonies from 
volunteers who outlined what being a volunteer 
with Jesus Cares means to them. Kirsty Elwell 
sang 2 of her original songs and this was           
followed by our invited speaker for the night -    

Andrew Tyndale. 
 
Overall it was a most successful 
night and much needed funds were 
raised to support the continuing 
work of the ministry. Thank you to 
all our supporters who were able to 
attend the dinner and those  who 
were not able to come but sent in a 
donation. 

Meeting and Ministry Times 
Inner City Ministry  

Prayer meeting every Thursday night at the Ministry Centre, commencing at 6pm. 
Van Ministry  every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6.30-7pm 
for food preparation, fellowship, praise and worship (call Bill on 0401 972 552 if you 
are coming) 

Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the        
Salvation Army Street level Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. 

Next Volunteer social meeting  21st August  

Blacktown Ministry  

Meets at Blacktown Station on Friday nights-ring  Vanessa Burgess on 0425 532 820 

Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park  ring John Crawford 
on 0415 803 000  


