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We now meet at the Salvation 
Army Street Level Premises in 
Surry Hills at a new start time of 
5pm. Our meeting had been held 
at Woolloomooloo, under the 
Child Care Centre for some 6-7 
years, however we had to leave 
that location as the Sydney City 
Council has other plans for the 
site that did not include Jesus 
Cares. 

The new location is going well 
and we are very thankful that the 
Salvation Army has allowed us to 
use their premises. 

 

A few Sundays ago we had an 
amazing meeting. One of our 
regulars who we will call Tom 
(not his real name) was touched 
by God during the Praise and 
Worship. He was one who used 
to just come and sit around the 
fringe not really getting involved. 
However the Holy Spirit really 
spoke to him and convicted him. 

 

After the meeting he came to the 
front and wanted us to administer 
Holy Communion, which we did. 
He just sat in front of the Cross 
and repented of all his past life. 
He had accepted the Lord many 
years ago but had gone far away 
from God. But on this day God 
drew him back to Him. The re-
pentance was very emotional and 
we talked and prayed together for 
quite a long time. 

Obviously the Praise and Wor-
ship was anointed, but was not 
anything we had said-it was all 
God.  It was such a blessing to 
Tom and such an encouragement 
to us. 
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We pray God’s richest 
blessings to you  and your 

family  
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If you remember the last  
Newsletter we asked for prayer 
for Sam (not his real name), 
who was in danger of being       
deported. This is a  continuing 
prayer need as his visa issues 
are far from being resolved. 
However through all of his  
trials Sam has discovered  
Jesus. 

 

Sam came to Australia from a 
Muslim country and did not 
have an easy time of it. He has 
lived on the streets as a  
homeless person, spent time in   
Immigration Detention with a 
real concern that he would be 
sent back to his country.  He 
quickly found and connected 
with Christians who have 
reached out to him and helped 
him. We came in contact with 
him on the van, built a        
relationship with him over time 
and he is now one of our   
regulars at our   Sunday   
meeting and attends our Bible 
Study. Through our contact 
with him, he has come to know 
Jesus as His Lord and Saviour.  
He has developed a strong 
faith and very keen to read and 
understand the Word. 

 

Whilst Sam is very much a 
work in progress, he is the sort 
of person we in Jesus Cares 
have been called to reach out 
to. Many like Sam have been 
on a journey of faith and    
coming from his background is 
a struggle to break free of the 
cultural and religious bonds 
that have kept him bound.  But 
praise God, Jesus has now set 
him free. 
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We hear a lot about the miracle of 
the Australian economy with its  
recovery being the envy of the rest 
of the world! 
 
Whilst the big end of town may be 
OK there is an unfolding story of 
mortgage stress, rental problems 
and homelessness as the real    
impact of the down turn bites. 
 

Financial counsellors say in the 
past 12 months their client base 
has shifted significantly from mostly 
long term unemployed to those  
whom, after a life time of            
employment are out of a job and 
struggling to pay their mortgage or 
worse, feed their family. The shift 
has been profound. 
 
Such is the concern about the    
rising number of houses being   
repossessed by banks-there has 
been 3,260 in the first six months of 
2009. Applications for                 
unemployment benefits have risen 
by 40% in the past year. 
The new group doing it tough are 
those who have never lost their 
jobs, then suddenly find          
themselves out of work and in 
mortgage stress. 
Many of these families are being 
thrown into the rental market, 
where they find very few rental 
properties on offer at reasonable 
prices.  Furthermore Public     
Housing is in crisis with the        
investment by both Federal and 
State Governments being well   
below what has been required. 
Even when a person who has been 
on the waiting list for many years, 

Desperate times ... Beggar Jason collects 
donations on George Street, Sydney, as 
job losses expand the number of homeless 
across Sydney.  

Source: The Daily Telegraph 
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receives an offer for Public     
Housing, such offers are no longer 
for a lifetime but the offers are    
either 2, 5 or 10 year periods. 
Further down this chain are the  
accommodation places that        
traditionally many of those who are 
now regarded as homeless used to 
live. There used to be many   
boarding houses around Sydney 
that have been closed down 
through stricter government      
controls with others being          
converted into Back Packer Hostels 
which provide much better financial 
return for their owners. 
 
A homeless person who wants   
accommodation might go to crisis 
accommodation facilities which are 
run by the major charities. They 
can only stay at these places for up 
to three months. If the person really 
wants to get on with their life they 
may be offered what is called  
Community Housing, which are 
also run by the major charities 
where they can only stay for a    
limited period some offer a maxim 
of two years. Even this process is 
in crisis, as after the two years in 
Community Housing, there are few 
affordable accommodation places 
available. 
 
Many of the people we serve and 
who come to Jesus Cares are    
involved in this spiral of              
hopelessness and despair! 
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Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you," says the 
LORD. "They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope. (NLT) �
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Rain  pouring down, water running off and cascading down the footpaths surrounding      shivering 
bodies on already soaked wet mattresses, people dealing drugs amidst the deluge and filth that is 
‘Wullamulla Park’, home to many of the homeless, outcasts, mentally ill, lonely, confused and lost 
people. 

My heart broke at what was unfolding before me that rain soaked miserable night, a month ago. It 
brought back the reality of why God created us in the first place. But what I was seeing that night in 
no way was of God. I saw satan’s hand at work to keep people from seeing God’s promise for them 
to live a ‘prosperous life’ rather than a life of ‘poverty’. 

If we as Christians want  a reality check to the truth, then go no further than looking at those who live 
in the fifth and squalor which is home for many in the world today. 

I thank God for such a ministry as Jesus Cares to reach out, love them, have compassion for them 
and tell them the Gospel of Jesus so they may have a transformed life. I know, I was one of them. 

  

Please pray for us and to support us financially so we may continue to reach out to the lost on the 
streets of Sydney. 

Bill Lemon 
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NEEDS & PRAYER POINTS 

�

JUST BEING THERE 
�

There are times when we input into people’s lives, by sharing with them, praying with them and giving them a Bible. 
We then do not see them and wonder what has happened to them. 

 

One such man, we had reached out to, prayed, believed and comforted him wondering if we were just wasting our 
time. 

That is until recently, when sitting on a brick wall at Surry Hills was this same man who was so desperate to beat the 
‘demon drink’. 

 He had just finished “doing time’, but for us it was more like ‘time out’. This “time out” had given him a fresh outlook 
and a new found hope in his relationship with God. 

 

His women friend suffers from schizophrenia which is suppressed by medication. Both need healing and Gods     
intervention in their lives. They want to get off the streets after years of living a nomadic life. 

 

He and his women friend have started coming to our Sunday Service which blesses us. They are both quiet and  
unassuming and come each Sunday, always with a smile and a “thank you, we enjoyed the service.” 

 

Many of you will give money to Christian charities at Christmas- all are worthy causes and are serving 
the heart of God. 

Some give to charities instead of giving to each family member. 

We ask that you pray about including Jesus Cares Ministry in your giving. 

Whilst the costs of running Jesus Cares are not large, any amount you give is a blessing to us and we 
trust a blessing to you when you give. 

We have included separate page with our newsletter for your gift. You can also download a form from 
our website. 
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  MEETINGS AND MINISTRY TIMES 
   Inner City Ministry  
   Prayer meeting (every Thursday night) 
  At Ministry Centre 17 Maxim Street West Ryde, comme ncing                     

7pm. 
  Van Ministry (every Friday and Saturday nights)  

Meet at the Ministry Centre 17 Maxim Street West Ry de at  7.00-7.30pm for food prepara-
tion, fellowship, praise and worship)  call Bill fo r details -  0401 972 552 
Sunday Afternoon Fellowship (every Sunday Afternoon 5pm-7.00pm) 
Salvation Army Street Level Premises, corner Crown & Albion Streets, Surry Hills. 
Christmas Function for our Street Friends  
Our Annual Christmas function will be held on Sunday 13 th December at the  Salvation 
Army Street Level Premises commencing at 5pm #�
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Meet at City West Church Offices, Unit 1 68 Sunnyho lt Road, Blacktown 
Ring Vanessa Burgess-Team Leader 0432 040 902 
 
Annual General Meeting of Jesus Cares 
Will be held at our Ministry Centre 17 Maxim Street  West Ryde on Sunday 6 th December 2009, com-
mencing at 12.30pm- At this meeting the Financial S tatements for the year ended 30 th June 2009 
will be presented and election of Committee members . Everyone is  welcome. Food will be pro-
vided-please RSVP Elwyn Chapman 0418 610 845. 

BLACKTOWN MINISTRY  
 
Recently we had a Hindu man give his heart to the Lord. He came by 
every week for months, both Thursday and Friday nights and always 
wanting to talk about Jesus. He finally ‘got it’! We have not seen him as 
often as we used to and trust he is busy sharing his new found faith with 
others. 
This is the wonderful thing about being at Blacktown Station, as we see 
and talk to all manner people with many different cultural and religious 
backgrounds. Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and those with no faith at all; 
from Africa, Middle East, Europe, Asia etc. 
 
Grant came up to us and asked if we had a Bible and wanted to know 
where certain parts were. He sat there with us for ages reading it       
intently. All his mates stood around listening to what was being said. 
Then Tommy came along and also spent time talking to us, crying most 
of the time as he is such a broken young man. He said he could see the 
love of God in us and poured out his story to us of how his father (who 
was a drug dealer) taught him to fight as a kid and then used him to 
make money by organising fights and have people bet on him. 
Unfortunately there are many stories like these. Always someone to 
love, help, support, challenge or just be a friend. 

 

 

Chairman:   

John Jones  

Mob 0411 121 599 

 

Executive Director:   

Elwyn  Chapman           

Mob 0418 610 845 

 

Director Blacktown �

John Crawford 
0415 803 000 
 
CO-ORDINATOR 
Bill Lemon 
0401 972 552 
 
Ministry Centre  

17 Maxim Street  
West Ryde    
Phone 9808 5700  
*���"	�����
���	�+��*���"	�����
���	�+��*���"	�����
���	�+��*���"	�����
���	�+��' ''',���-�	�,���-�	�,���-�	�,���-�	�' '''���)���)���)���)� ���

 
Mailing Address   
P O Box 15  
Pennant Hills  
NSW    1715 
 
JESUS CARES REFUGE INC 

 

A Registered Charity  

All donations over $2 are tax 
deductible 

Web site :  
www.Jesuscares.net 

Email: jesuscares@bigpond.com 


