
An essential part of our ministry is consistency, always being there and the 
building up of relationships to the point that our friends on the streets trust 
us. These stories are testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
those we serve. When we go out on the van many are homeless, and have drug 
and alcoholism addiction, we bring the light of Jesus to a dark place. The  
Sunday meeting on the other hand is a place where they feel they are loved 
and belong. Many of those we serve feel very much disconnected from society, 
so feeling they belong somewhere is very important to them.  (Names used in 
these    stories are not their real names). 

Just last week, at our Sunday Fellowship meeting Leanne stood up during the 
Praise and Worship with her arms up, praising the Lord. After the meeting she 
asked me to pray for her as she was going into Hospital the following      
Thursday. 

This same lady, who has been a drug addict and prostitute, came out of Rehab 
just a few months ago drug free. Leanne has been coming to the Sunday       
fellowship for many months and has grown from being difficult and at times 
uncontrollable to being at peace with God and the world. 

Leanne is a walking miracle and testimony of what God can do with the lives 
of such broken and abused people. Her life is very much a work in progress as 
it is in all of us but we know that God will not leave her or forsake her.  

Freddy is an Indian man, from a Hindu background who asked me to pray for 
him to receive his disability pension. He is a regular at our Sunday fellowship 
and had previously experienced the power of prayer in his life when God 
healed him of cirrhosis of the liver which has given him a lot of faith.  

The following week after we had prayed for his pension issues to be sorted, it 
came through, which is a great praise point for our street friends as they     
experience the power of God and prayer in their lives. 

Susan - an aboriginal lady- came crying up to me and asked if I could pray for 
her. Susan knows the Lord but is caught up in alcoholism which is destroying 
her. We had a big prayer asking the Lord to deliver her from her addiction.  

On the same night a man also came up to me for prayer-this was a surprise as 
whilst I have met him many times before, never would I have expected him to 
ask for prayer. At times you wonder if God is doing anything, but he is! 

From a volunteer 
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We are meeting every Thursday night at the Ministry Centre, 17 Maxim 
Street, West Ryde to pray for the ministry, those we serve, our volunteers 
and supporters as well as for individual needs. The meeting starts around 
7pm and finishes around 9pm.  All welcome  Hope to see you there Bill  

THURSDAY NIGHT PRAYER  

A MINISTRY THAT REACHES OUT TO THE LOST, HOMELESS AND 

HURTING PEOPLE OF OUR CITY WITH THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS  
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We never know quite what to expect at our Sunday Fellowship meetings, affectionately known as the 
Church with no walls . 

It is something of a unique experience to share Gods Word in a place where some may come very        
intoxicated to the meeting, shouting and making lots of noise, wanting to sit near the front, with their 
one purpose in mind, being to disrupt the meeting. Their presence and attitude unsettle those who have 
come to listen. 

Often the disruption can come from a mentally disturbed person who is not in a good place, with others 
wanting to argue about the particular passage being spoken on: not to forget the occasional time we have 
had a punch up with a number getting involved.  

All of this happening during the service, when the person sharing the Word that day has spent             
considerable time and prayer to craft a message that God has laid on their heart to share. 

      The fragrance of thick marijuana and cigarette smoke under your   nose, the smells of body odour, stale 
alcohol, urine sweaty feet and shoes that have walked miles, all contribute to the reality of our homeless  
community.  

      For all of us in Jesus Cares, when we walk out of our doors of our  homes on Sunday, we step into the 
mission field.  We are privileged to know that God blesses us and uses us to minister to the broken             
and the broken hearted whose lives we are seeing being transformed into the image of Christ. 

We are experiencing a big increase in the number of the poor attending  our meetings where they can 
feel Gods presence, Godôs love, acceptance and forgiveness. We can see the Holy Spirit is drawing them 
to Himself  through these meetings. 

After the meeting and the food, we hold a Bible study, which is increasing in attendance where they have 
the opportunity to explore further their relationship with God and ask questions. Of course there are 
plenty of  opportunities for prayer and other ministry following  the food service.  

 All in all reaching out to the poor, the hurting, the lonely and the homeless with His Word allows the 
power of God to work through us without fear or intimidation. This is the flock God has given us to  
shepherd and to  teach- what a privilege. The very group of people who Jesus has a special heart and 
compassion for. 

Look after yourselves and everyone the Holy Spirit has placed in your care. Be like shepherds to Godôs 
church. It is the flock that he bought with the blood of His own Son.  (Acts 20:28 CEV) 

Bill Lemon 

Volunteers and some  city friends out with 

the Jesus Cares van  



Second Annual Fundraising Dinner  
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BLACKTOWN MINISTRY  

Although it has been a long winter (Blacktown Station can be very cold) we still have had lots opportunities to 
talk to many people.  We always see groups of young people hanging around the Station and they seem to love 
us being there,  especially when they can get something to eat for free.  The pumpkin soup is a favourite on a 
cold night! They donôt generally stick around for long but occasionally stay and we are able to have               
conversations with them. 

Recently we shared with two young girls who decided they wanted to follow Jesus. So we prayed for their    
salvation and Jesus touched them, with his love and the Holy Spirit.  

The next step is to get them to a church which is not easy.    

Nonetheless once they found out who Jesus really is they know all their group of friends need Jesus; but this 
will take some time. Most of them have heard about the Good News at some time or other, while we have been 
there. We are believing for a great harvest amongst these young people. 

Another success story are our two catholic friends that we have been talking to for a number of months now.  
One had a heart attack, died and then came back to life-this happened we are told four times. This experience 
made him seriously think about his life and what we had been sharing with him.  

When we saw him again he was more than happy to ask Jesus to come and take over his life. His friend did the 
same; they are both still   regularly visiting us. 

Being there every week we know is important to show all we meet how much we love them and how much  
Jesus loves them and wants to bring them hope. Consistency and the building up of  relationships is an       
essential part of what we do. It is that we care enough to be there every week and them trusting us and        
believing that what we are saying to them is not just true but life changing.  

There are many without hope in our city.   Hopefully we can  organise more teams so that we can be a presence 
on more nights of the week. (we call our Blacktown Ministry Jesus Our Hope as it the glorious and eternal 
hope we want to passionately share with all those we meet) 

Vanessa  

Was held at the Bowling Club Pennant Hills in May.  It was encouraging that we had 120 people           
attending the dinner  - thank you for your wonderful support of the ministry.  Our Guest speaker was 
Paul Moulds from the Oasis centre  and a short commentary on the history of Jesus Cares from Henry 
Jacotine who was one of the earliest volunteers .  We  also were shown a  short video of the work of Jesus 
Cares made for us by Josh who captured the essence of Jesus Cares  in the short film.  

It was a night that was enjoyed by all who came.   

John and Bill  


